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THE NORTHERN SINDHI STYLE AND LINGUISTIC
DICTION OF SHAIKH AYAZ'S POETRY

Abstract

Shaikh Ayaz (1923-1997) was a polyglot, a bilingual poet, and a prose
writer of Sindhi and Urdu languages. His selected Sindhi poetry has
been translated into Urdu, English, Pashtu and Punjabi. Apart from his
first language, Sindhi, he was proficient in Persian, Urdu-Hindi, and
English, and also knew Punjabi.

This paper examines Shaik Ayaz's Poetic Utradi (Northern) Sindhi
style across his different written styles. It raises the question that: Is
Shaikh Ayaz's Sindhi poetry linguistically uniform and only in the
pure Sindhi style? Or are there any differences in it from different
contexts? And which linguistic features of the northern Sindhi dialect,
or Shikarpuri Sindhi sociolect, are present in Shaik Ayaz's Sindhi
poetry?

For this purpose, a qualitative analysis of data collected from his
published poetry collections has been conducted.

The analysis of the results shows that the Sindhi linguistic style
consciously adopted by Shaikh Ayaz is highly diverse, with linguistic
variation based on dialects, Sociolects, genre, and period or
sociopolitical conditions. In his poetry, Utaradi's Shikarpuri style is
prominently present with specific characteristics. These features are
mostly limited to the native repertoire.

Keywords: Shaikh Ayaz, Sindhi Poetry, Poetics, Linguistic styles,
Utradi Sindhi, Language variation, Idiolect, Dialect, Sociolect, etc.
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Which in Sindhi Language is Standard Word?
‘Aaun’ Or ‘Maan’

Abstract

Language has many dialects. A dialect is a specific way of speaking

of the specific region and central dialect is supposed to be the standard
dialect of language. Sindhi language possesses various dialects, i.e.
Laari, Siraiki, Utradhi, Thari , Wicholi /Sahiti , Kohistani, Lasim
Dhatti, etc.

The English word 'l' is spoken in two different dialectical
variations; 'Maan' and 'Aanu’ in Sindhi. The word 'Maan' is derived

from Persian word 'se' (Mun) which is spoken in the northern and

central regions due to Arghun, Turkhan and Moughal’s rule for a long
time, whereas, the Arabs ruled Laar and Thar regions for long period ,

So 'tI" (Anna) is an Arabic word in origin and was used profusely
(commonly) "¢gT/21” (Aanu).

As far as this research proclaims /testifies that ‘Maan' is standard word
due to two reasons:

(1) Local languages were spoken in parallel, i.e. Urdu, Seraiki and
Panjabi contain the word 'wx' (main). In Persian 'g' (Mun), In

Baluochi 'l' (Maa) and in Sindhi 'gL' (Maan). Whereas, the word

') (Anna) belongs to Arabic and Hebrew languages and due to effect
of them, the English word 'I' has almost the same pronunciation as
'6I' (Anna) and so the word »g1/¢1' (Aanu) has been coined from 'GI'
(Anna) in Sindhi language. In the light of such evidences, the
word gL' (Maan) is local_ cum_ standard one.

(2) The standard dialect is spoken in Naushehro Feroze , Moro , and
Khairpur except Naro. Therefore, '¢1/¢" (Aanu) is a local word of

33 S 20



Thar and Laar but 'sL' (Maan) is a standard word used or spoken in
the above mentioned central region.

Keywords: Standard word, Sindhi Language, ‘Aaun’, ‘Maan’, I,
Sindhi, Persian, Siraiki, Punjabi, Central
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Expressions of Respect and Politeness in the
Sindhi Language: A Semantic, Pragmatic, and
Sociolinguistic Study

Abstract

The current research is an exploration into the semiotic aspects of the
linguistic expressions that serve to express honor, respect, and
politeness in the Sindhi language. The research focuses on the ways
these linguistic expressions mirror the culture, the social relations, and
the communication practices of the Sindhi speaking population. Being
one of the culturally diverse languages, Sindhi utilizes numerous
linguistic tools like honorifics, respectful pronouns, titles, polite
constructions, indirect speech acts, greetings, and culturally specific
terms of address for the expression of deference and politeness.

This research explores the semantic aspects of the expressions used to
show respect and politeness in different communication contexts
including communication within families, educational establishments,
at workplace, in religious settings, and in public discourse. Drawing
on examples of spoken and written Sindhi, this research aims to
determine main semantic constructions that encode respectful
messages in the language. It proves that the meaning of honorific
expressions is broader than the meaning of their lexical units and is
closely related to pragmatic intentions, cultural tradition, and social
convention. The study draws attention to the importance of using
politeness strategies for the purpose of building friendly relations,
promoting harmony, and protecting cultural identity.

Moreover, the research examines the impact of modernization,
urbanization, globalization, and new means of communication on
traditional patterns of respectful language behavior. Though certain
social and technological developments have resulted in emergence of
new ways of communicating, this research shows that respect and
politeness continue to be the main features of the linguistic behavior
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of Sindhi speakers although they take new forms of manifestation.
This research makes an important contribution into semantics,
sociolinguistics, pragmatics, and the study of Sindhi language.

Keywords: Sindhi Language, Semantics, Politeness, Honorific
Expressions, Respect, Sociolinguistics, Cultural Values, Pragmatics,
Social Hierarchy, Linguistic Etiquette.
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The Reasons of Linguistic Variations in Sindhi
Language: Research Analysis

Abstract

Linguistic change in the Sindhi language is a natural and continuous
process that reflects its evolution as a living and dynamic system. This
study explores the major internal and external factors responsible for
linguistic variation in Sindhi, including phonological, lexical,
grammatical, social, historical, cultural, and technological influences.
Internal mechanisms such as the principle of least effort, analogy, and
phonetic simplification contribute to gradual structural modifications
within the language. External forces, including political dominance,
migration, geographical separation, and social transformation, play a
decisive role in shaping vocabulary, syntax, and usage patterns.

Historical phases, particularly the Islamic and British colonial periods,
significantly impacted Sindhi by introducing Arabic, Persian, and
English lexical items, as well as influencing its script and institutional
vocabulary. In the modern era, globalization, digitalization, media
expansion, and technological innovation have further accelerated
linguistic change through borrowing, code-mixing, and the emergence
of new lexical items. Social factors such as education, gender roles,
occupational shifts, and generational differences also contribute to
language variation and standardization processes.

The study concludes that linguistic change should not be viewed as
degradation but as a natural evolution that ensures adaptability and
survival. While these changes enrich the Sindhi lexicon and expand
expressive capacity, they also highlight the need to preserve its core
linguistic identity and classical vocabulary for future generations.

Keywords: Sindhi language, linguistic change, language evolution,
sociolinguistics, language contact, borrowing, code-switching, lexical
diffusion, globalization, digitalization, cultural change, historical
linguistics, language variation, dialects, language modernization.
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An Analysis of Idiomatic Expressions in Shaikh
Ayaz’s Early Four Poetic Collections

Abstract

An idiom is a combination of two or more words whose apparent and
inner meanings differ. The use of idioms in any sentence enhances its
expression, beauty, and impact, allowing deep meanings to be
conveyed through concise words. Idioms are considered the ornament
and charm of a language, therefore they are not only used in everyday
speech but also widely employed in literary works, both poetry and
prose.

This study explores the use of idioms in the poetry of Shaikh Ayaz, a
prominent and influential Sindhi poet. The research aims to identify
which idioms Ayaz has used, how he has used them, and whether he
has merely borrowed common idioms from the Sindhi language or
created new ones through his poetic imagination. The analysis shows
that Ayaz, being a master of the Sindhi language, did not limit himself
to existing idioms but also coined many original expressions,
metaphors, and combinations. His creative adaptation and innovation
of idioms have enriched both the aesthetic and expressive dimensions
of Sindhi poetry.

Through his poetic collections Bhounar Bhiri Akaas, Kulhi Patum
Keenaro, Ke Jo Beejal Boliyo, and Wijjoon Wasann Aayun. Ayaz has
preserved and expanded the idiomatic beauty of Sindhi, ensuring its
vitality and growth within literary expression.

This research paper presents a detailed study of the idioms found in
the first four poetic collections of Shaikh Ayaz.

Keywords: Idiomatic Expressions, Shaikh Ayaz, Early Original Four
Collections, Sindhi Poetry, Bhounar Bhiri Akaas, Kulhi Patum
Keenaro, Ke Jo Beejal Boliyo, Wijjoon Wasann Aayun
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Sociological Philosophy in the Poetry
Sarmast of Sachal

Abstract

Sociological philosophy explores the philosophical foundations of
society by examining collective interaction, social relationships,
institutions, and the principles that govern human coexistence. It
provides a theoretical framework for understanding how social values,
ethics, knowledge, and behavior are shaped through dynamic social
processes. These concepts have been interpreted by numerous
philosophers from diverse intellectual traditions.

Sachal Sarmast, one of the most celebrated Sufi poets of Sindhi
literature, produced a remarkable multilingual poetic corpus that
reflects profound insight into the social, cultural, and spiritual
dimensions of human life. His poetry advocates universal love,
equality, tolerance, human dignity, and social harmony while
challenging divisions based on caste, creed, religion, and social status.

This study focused on sociological philosophy embodied in the
poetry of Sachal Sarmast, in the light of established sociological
and philosophical concepts in selected vers and emphasis on
themes such as social equality, collective consciousness, social
knowledge, human relationships, ethical values, and the dynamic
nature of society.The findings reveal that Sachal Sarmast’s poetry
represents his vision extends beyond conventional philosophical
discourse by integrating universal human values with the
indigenous cultural and spiritual traditions of Sindh. The study
concludes that his poetry remains an enduring source for
understanding sociological philosophy and continues to promote
social awareness, ethical coexistence, and communal harmony in
both literary and contemporary social contexts.

Keywords: Sociological Philosophy; Philosophy of Sociology;
Sachal Sarmast; Sindhi Poetry; Sufi Poetry; Social Thought; Social
Harmony.
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An Analysis of Muhammad Khan Majeedi’s
Poetry

Abstract

Muhammad Khan Majeedi was a famous poet of Sindh. His poetry
mainly focuses the peasant class of Sindh where he represents the
sufferings and pains of the people and inspires them to get awareness.
Due to this his poetry flourished from folk poetry of Sindhi. Such type
of poetry portrayed village life of Sindh.

This paper is intended to analysis Muhammad Khan Majeedi’s poetry
specially the poetic genre ‘Nazam’ in Sindhi poetry where his position
is exalted. He not only focused and expressed in ‘Nazm’ but also used
a sophisticated language with many poetic devices. This was analyzed
through textual analysis of the research design and used Majeedi’s
poetry as main subject.

The analysis of the study shows that he composed such type of poetry
from every point of literary aspects engaging various impressions,
style, engaging poetic devices like metaphors, similes, compound-
words, idioms,folk-sayings and many more things to represent the
suppressed class. His poetic craftsmanship gave him the position of a
wonderful poet of ‘nazm’ and in other devices.

Keywords: Muhammad Khan Majeedi, Folk poetry, ‘Nazm’, literary
devices, poetic crafts.
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Data Attribution: All data, figures, or content sourced from books,
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Ethical Compliance: In cases of confirmed plagiarism or dual
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