‘b /0 * *
w',&éﬁﬁ

xS 88| Sa. gl oS gl
Indus Script: The Unsolved Mystery

Abstract

The Indus script is one of the most enigmatic and unresolved
puzzles in the study of ancient civilizations. Despite extensive
efforts by linguists, archaeologists, and epigraphists, several key
challenges remain in its decipherment. These challenges include
the absence of bilingual or trilingual inscriptions, the limited
length of surviving texts, and the uncertain linguistic affiliations
of the script. Additionally, the lack of contextual and cultural
understanding of the Indus Valley Civilization makes it even more
difficult to establish meaningful connections between the script
and the society's socio-political and economic structures. Many
hypotheses have been proposed regarding the script's linguistic
identity, ranging from Dravidian to completely unrelated
languages, but none have gained widespread acceptance. As a
result, the Indus script remains an unsolved mystery in historical
linguistics. However, with advancements in computational
methods and ongoing interdisciplinary research, there is hope that
the script may eventually be decoded. This breakthrough could
provide invaluable insights into one of the earliest advanced urban
societies in human history.

Keywords: Indus Script, decipherment, linguistic affiliations,
epigraphists, contextual understanding, computational methods,
Indus Valley Civilization
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