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An Analysis of the Symbols in Sachal Sarmast’s
Sur Sorath

Abstract

This Research examines the literary and intellectual
contributions of Sachal Sarmast during the Kalhora and Talpur eras.
Although he lived across both periods, he is primarily recognized as
the definitive poet of the Talpur regime. This era was marked by the
fragmentation of Sindh’s political unity and burgeoning resistance
against foreign subjugation. Consequently Sachal’s poetry serves as a
vital medium for resistance and the protection of Sindhi cultural
identity. A central focus of this study is Sachal’s mastery of
symbolism. While traditional scholarship often attributes the origins
of the symbolist movement to seventeenth century Europe or the
Syrian poet Al-Mutanabbi, this paper argues that symbolism is deeply
rooted in classical Sindhi poetry. Long before the European movement,
Sindhi poets utilized semi-historical folk narratives from the Soomro
era to convey complex messages. Sachal Sarmast successfully
integrated these indigenous symbols into his work. By analysing
specific verses from Sur Sorath this study demonstrates how Sachal
used symbolism not merely for decoration, but as a tool for social
awareness and intellectual liberation.

Keywords: Sachal Sarmast, Sur Sorath, Sindhi Clasical Poetry,
Talpur Era, Social Resistance, Social Realism.
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