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The resistance of Sindhi language against
linguistic Imperialism

Abstract:

Linguistic imperialism is the practice of imposing a dominant
language on speakers of other languages. This happens through
colonization, economic power, or through multinational
corporations.

The resistance of the Sindhi language against linguistic
imperialism has evolved significantly over the pre-colonial,
colonial and postcolonial eras, reflecting broader socio-political
shifts in the region. During these periods, Sindhi faced significant
challenges due to the imposition of foreign languages by colonial
and national powers. However, there was a continuous struggle by
Sindhi speakers, along with poets and writers to preserve their
language, culture and identity.

This paper investigates historical context of colonialism, impact of
British linguistic Imperialism and post-colonial linguistic
imperialism, language politics, resistance movements and policies
about Sindhi language and identity.
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“Orientalism is a style of thoughts based upon an ontological
and epistemological distinction made between ‘the Orient’
and ‘the Occident’®
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“Linguistic imperialism is a sub-type of linguicism, which can
be defined as the dominance of one language over others.” )

(577 oA (AT o o3 e g2 5l b 5 Sl o sl Sl g 5

.......... - 39,55




g2 3= i agb e % 0250 80N S Sl ol Sl kb B 1,
“A working definition of English linguistic imperialism is that
the dominance of English is asserted and maintained by the
establishment and continuous reconstitution of structural and
cultural inequalities between English and other languages.”®®
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national language and is used most state schools, at the lower
levels of administration, in the media, and in all the major
cities of the country. It was not an indigenous language of the
country until the Urdu-speaking immigrants from India, or
Mubhajirs call themselves, settled here. Pakistan has had many
conflicts involving language.” ¥
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“Language in Pakistan is a symbol of power hierarchy; English
dominates Urdu, Urdu dominates the regional languages.”*)
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“Results of the study indicated ambivalent to negative
attitudes of Panjabi and Panjabi-speaking community. The
Panjabi student displayed an anti-integrative orientation,
moving away from their own language groups. The study of
Panjabi was rejected because it was seen as limited and of no
use. Highly positive attitudes were displayed by all groups of
Panjabi and Urdu-speaking students to Urdu and English. Urdu
was seen as symbol of national identity and integration and
English desired for its instrumental value in higher education
and work.” 29
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"The power to narrate, or to block other narratives from
forming and emerging, is very important to culture and
Imperialism, and constitutes one of the main connection
between them.” (27)
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“Resistance, far from being merely a reaction to imperialism,
is an alternative way to receiving human history.” 28
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