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Limitations of Usage of Aspirated Letters and their Solutions

Abstract:

Sindhi language writing system is based on Arabic script, known as
“Sindhi Arabic”. It has 52 letters in its alphabet. This was created in
1853 by an official team of the Government, then “Sir Bartle Freire”
the commissioner of Sindh recognized Sindhi as the official language
for the Sindh province in his governance

There are 10 Aspirated letters (8 ¢ 4> S 2 3.5 & & 3 .&)
included in this alphabet. These letters have different ways of
writing, i.e. 8 letters (< » 3 7 & & 3 ) have been made by the
support of the dots and remaining 2 (4§ < 4>) are compound letters,
which have been made per international standard of aspiration. In
fact, Sindhi language has 20 Aspirated letters, from which
mentioned above 10 letters are part of the alphabet, but other 10 (
dso9ed g eof0fed 0 2343) still need to be redefined per
international standards.

The 2 (8 ¢ =) standard aspirated letters are included in the
Sindhi alphabet, but inadequate awareness about specific writing-
shape of the aspirated letters, has created confusion (4-45 R
instead of 4§ = 4=). Therefore, mistakes are being made both in
composing and in handwriting. Irony is that all this is yet to be
noticed by the readers.

The middle () shape of the alphabetic letter ‘®’is used to
make an aspiration of the sound, and have two (¢ ¢ ) styles. Itis
quite easy to understand the aspiration of the sound on behalf of its
middle (4) shape, because there are several words in Sindhi
language, which have same spellings, and they are differentiated by
the aspiration only, like as 4§ means home and ;a8 means the kind

of a sweet. In this connection, the paper is about the styles (Initial,
Medial & Terminal) of ‘4’ in the aspiration and simple sounds for
handwritings as well in digital compositions on the computing
devices by the Sindhi keyboards (MB Sindhi, Multiling O, SwiftKey,
etc.).
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5. A COMMITTEE FOR REVISING ARABIC- SINDHI
ALPHABET"

No.3221 of 1853
General Department

OFFICE ORDER

In pursuance of the decision of the Court of Director's No. 216 of 1852, dated 8
December 1852 and direction of Government of India vide dispatch No. 816 of 1853, dated 11t
March 1853, the Government of Scinde is hereby pleased to constitute a committee of Native
scholars under the supervision of B.H. Ellis, Assistant Commissioner in Scinde, for fixation of
Arabic -Sindee alphabet within a period of three (03) months.

A The composition of the committee shall be as under:

Captain Dustenville (official member)
Captain F.G Gold Smith (official member)

Rao Saheb Narrayen Juggonath
Moonshee Nandiram
Moonshee Oodaram
Moonshee Pribhdas
Moonshee Goolam Hoosain
Moonshee Goolam Aly
Mian Mohammad
Moonshee Meera Shah
(Signed) H.B. Frere
Commissioner in Scinde
Commissioner Office
Kurrachee 30" March 1853

v The original Source of this committee is unavailakle. However, fo]lnwzng are some reliable references:

1. History of Sindhi Language (in Sindhi) by Bheruma! Maharchand Advani, (6th Edition) Sindhi Adabi Board,
Jamshore, 2004

& Literary History of Sindh (in Sindhi) by Mohammad Sidique Memon, Mehran Acadmy, 2005

i Gazetteer of the Province of Sindh by E H Aitken, 1907
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