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A Study of Sindhi Sight Words
Abstract:

The categorization of words in Sindhi language is not done
as comprehensive as is done in English Language, for instance:
Sight Words, General Service Words, Fossil Words, Eponym
Words, Ghost Words, Nonce Words, Nonwords etc. Sight Words
are back-bone of Reading Skill in the Early Childhood Education.
Sight Words, often also called High Frequency Sight Words or
Service Words, are commonly used words that young children are
encouraged to memorize by their sight, so that they can
automatically recognize these words in print without having to use
any strategies to decode.

This issue is related to Semiotics and Linguistics,
especially to the aspect of Orthography. In English Language,
Educator Dr. Edward William Dolch developed the list in the
1930s-40s by studying the most frequently occurring words in
children’s books. The list contains 220 ‘Service Words’ including
95 high-frequency nouns. These Service Words comprise 80% of
the words you would find in a typical children’s books and 50% of
the words found in adult-age level books. Once a child knows list
of those words, it makes the reading much easier. Because the
child can then focus his/ her attention easily on the remaining
words.

In this paper, it is tried to categorize and locate apposite
Sight Words in Sindhi ECE. Having initiated a primary scope for
the further studies and researches, this paper gives imperative to
conduct a comprehensive research on the Sight words.
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Sight words often also called high frequency sight words, are
commonly used words that young children are encouraged to memorize
as a whole by sight, so that they can automatically recognize these
words in print without having to use any strategies to decode.

Sight words account for a large percentage (up to 75%) of the
words used in beginning children's print materials. The advantage for
children being able to recognize sight words automatically is that a
beginning reader will be able to identify the majority of words in a
beginning text before they even attempt to read it; therefore, allowing the
child to concentrate on meaning and comprehension as they read
without having to stop and decode every single word. Advocates of
whole-word instruction believe that being able to recognize a large
number of sight words gives students a better start to learning to read .
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“Our English alphabet and Orthography are disgracefully and
almost ridiculously imperfect. Let us notice the main features of Arabic
alphabet. | suppose it can claim the title ‘alphabet’ on etymological
grounds, but it is really a syllabary. Firstly, each Arabic letter has a name
of its own. Secondly, each one is capable of being realized as an art
figure in itself. Thirdly, and most important of all, each one has syllabic
value, the value of ‘potestas’ in the most general terms being consonant
plus vowel, including vowel zero, or zero vowel. The special mark,
‘Sukoon; for a letter without vowel possibilities, i.e. with zero vowel or for
letter to end a syllable, not begin it, is the key to understanding of the

syllabic value of the simple letter not so marked, and this is congruent
with the essentials of Arabic Grammar.” (Firth, 1957, 125-126)
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Semiotics (also called semiotic studies; not to be confused with

the Saussure an tradition called semiology which is a part of semiotics)

is the study of meaning-making, the study of sign processes and

meaningful communication.[ This includes the study of signs and sign

processes (semiosis), indication, designation,

likeness, analogy, metaphor, symbolism, signification, and

communication.

Semiotics is closely related to the field of linguistics, which, for its part,

studies the structure and meaning of language more specifically. The

semiotic tradition explores the study of signs and symbols as a

significant part of communications. As different from linguistics, however,

semiotics also studies non-linguistic sign systems. Semiotics may be

divided into three branches:

e Semantics: relation between signs and the things to which they
refer; their signified denotata, or meaning

e Syntactics: relations among or between signs in formal structures

o Pragmatics: relation between signs and sign-using agents or
interpreters
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