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Contemporary Kafi Poets of Bedal Faqeer

Abstract:

This paper looks at the technicalities of Kafi poetry of Fageer
Qadir Bux Bedal (1231 AH/1815-16th Zulgad 1289 AH/15 January
1873) and his four major contemporary Kafi poets: Fageer Nanik
Yousif (1208 AH/1792-9 Jamadiul Awal 1269 AH /1853), Daryah
Khan Kandree Waro (1179 AH / 1765 — 1270 AH / 1853 AD), Khush
Khair Muhammad Hesbani (1224 AH /1809 AD — 1294 AH / 1877 AD)
and Peer Ali Gohar Shah Asghar (14 Rajabul Murjab 1231 AH / 1816
— 11 Jamadiul Awal 1263 AH/ 1845 AD). Sachal Sarmat is the torch
bearer and Imam (Leader) of Sindhi and Seraiki Kafi, and he
introduced new traditions. His followers in art and thought were:
Fageer Nanik and Fageer Bedal and their contemporaries Daryah
Khan Kandree Waroo, Khush Khair Muhammad Hesbani, and later
on, Pir Ali Gohar Asghar adopted these traditions. Sachal Sarmat has
devised and used 68 formats in his Sindhi and Seraiki Kafi, whereas
Fageer Bedal not only adopted 13 formats of Sachal but also devised
41 new formats. On the other hand, in the Kafis of his
contemporaries Fageer Nanik, Daryah Khan, Khush Khair
Mohammad and Pir Asgar, we found not only these 109 formats but
also some other ones, which are discussed in this paper. Meyoun
Shah Inat was the first poet, who compiled his Risalo (compendium)
on the basis of Surs (melodies). He has used 19 melody types. After
him, Shah Abdul Latif added 7 more melodies; Sachal added 12,
Nanik Yousif 14, Duryah Khan 05, Khush Khair Muhammad 01,
Fageer Bedal 04 new melodies. Pir Asghar did not introduce any new
melody. This addition of melodies brought Sindhi Sufi poetry on the
pinnacle of musical excellence.

Social, Economic, political and religious conditions of that
period, along with usage of different musical compositions,
concurrently gave momentum to popularity of Kafi. Poets under the
study possess various merits including artistic usage of language.
They all propound Sufi philosophy of Wahdatul Wijood (Oneness of
being); and while speaking about place of human in universe, they
remind him or her about his or her true position and stature. Like
Sachal, they’'ve also expressed their views fearlessly and they don’t
appreciate concept of duality between Creator and creation.
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