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An analysis of selected writings in English
Language on life and art of Shah Lateef

Abstract:

Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai (1689-1752) the most renowned
and cherished poet of Sindh, whose poetry, after lapse of more
than two centuries, is still venerated and enjoyed not only by
literary pundits but also by illiterate persons of rural heartland.
About his life and poetry, countless publications have been
brought out, not only in Sindhi but also in other languages. For the
purpose of this paper, | have gone through selected English
writings about his life and work.

Richard F. Burton (19 March 1821 — 20 October 1890) was
the first Englishman, who have written about him in his famous
book “Sindh And The Races Inhabit The Valley Of The Indus”
published in the year 1851. He wrote: “Hence his poetry is the
delight of all that can understand it. The learned praise it for its
beauty, and are fond of hearing it recited to the sound of the
guitar. Even the unlearned generally know select portions by
heart, and take the trouble to become acquainted with their
meaning.”[Ref: Same book by Burton, Page # 203]

When Sir Bartle Frere (29 March 1815 — 29 May 1884)
was the Commissioner of Sindh during 1851-56 and 1857-58, he
assigned Mr. W. Southey to write booklet about Shah Latif for his
daughter, which was later published in 1870.

Mirza Qaleech Beg (1853- 1929) was the first Sindhi
Scholar who wrote a book in English about his life in 1883, but
could not published at that time. Since then, various publications
about him have appeared in English, which are briefly discussed
in this paper.
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