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History & Principales of Sindh Script: an Analysis

Abstract:

Sindhi is an ancient language, and equally old are its
Script & principles of writing. These get modified with changing
times and appear in altered forms and even anew. For example:
transformation in the shape of letters, increase and decrease in
the number of letters and variation in the sounds of letters.

1% principles of Sindhi writing can be seen on the stamps
found in Mohen Jo Daro. They used the rules of writing rightwards
(left to right) and downwards (top to bottom). This writing is around
6000 year old; could be said that this was before the times of
writing history itself. Even in those days, Sindhi writing had vowels
and consonants. Language, in every era, witnesses variations in
its alphabet. This improvement process continues today also.
Languages have gone extinct, in which such improvements have
not taken place. Same improvement is the need of the hour as far
as saving the Sindhi language is concerned. This improvement
should be in the right direction and long-lasting. In order to save
Sindhi from devastating attempts of other languages, it has to be
made more compatible and easy.

To this end, this paper offers some recommendations. For
example: there should be one letter per sound rather than having
multiple letters for one sound. Therefore ‘non-essential’ letters
should be eliminated, because selecting a pertinent letter for a
particular sound is tedious and difficult. In my opinion, number of
letters should be decreased that hang together with accents and
sounds of our language.
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Khudawadi (Sindhi) script 1868 by Narayan Jagannath Mehta
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ka kaa ki kii ku uu kai kau
- b )

Coé%onants “’b = “’5 F "b "5

MG D dl & ¥ T @ WS

ka kha ga ga gha na ca cha ja ja
[ke] [k%] [ge] [de] [g%] [ge]l [ece]l [c%] [re] [f]

QBCQBZUU‘QSMQ

jha fia ta tha da da dha na ta tha da

(Sfe] [me] [te] [te] [de] [de] [d%] [re] [L‘E][.tv] [f%e] [de]

aV‘tZW‘BWYIS'lQ‘z

ba ba bha ma
[d%] [ne] [pe] [p%] [be] [Be] [B%] [me] [JE] [m][IEJ[ ]

ROLINGS DR D

dha na pa p

sha sa ga ga
[d%] [#] [he] [qe] [xe] [ye] [zv] [&]
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Figure 4: Cover of a book contaivirg the epic Dodo Chanesar waitten in Standad Sindhi (photo
from Mlichel Borvin).
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