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Marui: as a married woman, in Shah Lateef’s poetry

Abstract:

“Omar Marui” is one of the most popular folktales of Sindh
and Sindhi literature which belongs to the Soomra dynasty. This
folktale is written by many scholars, some of them are historians,
and some are compliers of Shah Jo Risalo, while others are
researchers.

Intellectuals possess different opinions and traditions on
whether Marui was fiancée of or married to “Khait”. Jethmal
Pursraam argues that Marui was fiancée of Khait, when she was
kidnapped by Omar Soomro from water well. On the other hand,
Tahir Muhammad Nasyani, Mir Ali Sher Qaney Thattvi, Dr
Gurbakhshani, Dr Nabi Baksh khan Baloch and Wali Sarwari are
of the opinion that Marui got married to Khait before her abduction
and subsequent imprisonment in the fort of Omerkot.

In this research paper, | am sharing an analytical, critical
and comparative study of relevant traditions about Marui to
investigate and explore the event. | will also discuss Sur Marui’s
selected poetry as reference from the Shah Jo Risalo to make the
point.

There are many poems in Sur Marui which show her
marital status such as:
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I, simply, have tied the knot with a desert dweller,
They've adorned my arm with threads — to me equal to gold,
How can, therefore |, wear satin offered by Umar Soomro!

In this paper, | have thoroughly discussed the events by
referring to the poetry of Shah Bhittai from Sur Marui, to prove that
Shah Latif was also of the view that Marui was Khait’s wife not her
fiancée at the time of her abduction.
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