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Abstract:

Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai (1689-1752) is renowned poet of
Sindh, whose poetry, after lapse of more than two centuries, is still
enjoyed by all and sundry. His poetry since long has been
translated in different languages including English. In this essay, |
am making an attempt to introduce and analyze some works of
English translations of his poetry.

Dr. H.T. Sorley (1892-1963), was the first person who
undertook translation of Shah Latif’'s selected poetry in English on
large scale. This translation is included in his seminal book
entitted Shah Abdul Latif of Bhit: His Poetry, Life and Times
published in 1940. While speaking about the problems of
translation of Shah’s poetry, Sorley writes: “In the difficult poems
of this eighteenth century Sindhi Poet, | have striven throughout to
catch the spirit of his poetry... My translation is generally faithful to
the original, except where the exigencies of metre make some
latitude inevitable...The metaphors and similes of the original
have been retained even when they may appear strange and
unfamiliar to English readers.” (Sorley, 1989, p 297).

After Sorley, Mrs. Elsa Kazi (1884-1967), Professor Amena
Khamisani (1919-2007) and G. Allana (1906-1985) ventured to
render in verse the selected poetry of Shah.

In eighties Muhammad Yakoob Agha translated in prose
complete Risala (compendium) based on compilation of Ghulam
Muhammad Shahwani. This translation was distinguished in this
way that it carried appropriate Quranic verses, saying of Prophet
PBUH and also Persian and Urdu couplets.

Recently another major English translation rendered by Mr.
Mushtaque Ali Shah, a career diplomat has appeared.
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If my eyes | open, | see nothing but blindness;
My beloved they see, if | shut them with firmness,
What complaint about my eyes can | make?
Strange, normal methods of seeing they forsake.
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